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mother's criticisms had been that Florence would
be thro\vn among ungodly people. Florence
hoped to overcome that objection by another
plan. In 1842 she had met de Bunsen (afterwards
Baron Bunsen), the Prussian Ambassador in
London, and had been an occasional \isitor at his
house in Carlton Terrace. He had a long ex-
perience in philanthropic work, and mentioned
to her an experiment which had been started by
Pastor Fliedner at Kaiserwerth, near Diisseldorf,
The Kaiserwerth institution was recognised by the
State in 1846, and in the following year Florence
obtained reports on the scheme through de
Bunsen. She was overjoyed at what she read, for
Kaiserwerth seemed to point a way to overcome
her mother's opposition.
Theodor Fliedner had been appointed Lutheran
pastor of Kaiserwerth in 1822,, at a salary of less
than thirty pounds a year. The terrible poverty
in the village as a result of the closing down of the
mill, which had provided work for a large part of
the population,, decided him to seek assistance
abroad, and he went first to Holland and then to
England to obtain relief for his flock. In London
he met Elizabeth Fry, who was then conducting
her noble work in Newgate prison, and Fliedner
became her enthusiastic disciple. On returning
to Kaiserwerth he started, in 1833, &c ^t home
in Germany for discharged female prisoners, in a
little hut in his garden. The experiment suc-
ceeded, and Fliedner then established a school to
teach the children of women who applied for